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FEBRUARY 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

Forthcoming events and activities in this issue include - 

French game of 
Boule 
comes to the 
Playing Field  
see page 5 

Church Supper with well-known 
speaker  March 5th see page - 5 

Special Lent Course for “Year of the Bible”  
Starting March 8th  -  see page 2 

Completion of new Village Record  - see page 3 

Cuddington Youth Drama presents 
“The Search for Odysseus” 
March 12th & 13th   -  see page 8 

Quiz night in the Club,  March 12th  - see page 2 

Coffee Morning  with 
Fair Trade Stall  
February 26th  - see page 2 

Gentlemen’s 
Dining Club 
Dinner  
March 31st   
see page 2 

Sign up for 
www.Cuddingtonvillage.com 

see page 6 

Gardeners’ Question Time 
In the Bernard Hall 
Monday February 28th  - see page 5 

BBC RADIO 4 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
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New Year celebrations have come and gone, new resolutions made (and some already forgot-
ten!); thoughts have turned to summer holidays, spring will soon be upon us, and already, lots 
of new things are starting to happen.   
 
In the last Village Voice, Margot wrote about the 400th anniversary of the publishing of the 
King James Bible and the associated activities connected with this event that are happening 
across the benefice. Our celebratory Bible year has already started at St Nicholas and we are 

looking forward to learning more about the history and structure of the Bible in the next months, the major themes 
within the Bible after Easter and in the autumn we will be looking at some of the individual characters in the Bible. 
 
Newly started in Haddenham is an exciting venture of a ‘Youth Café’ in association with Aylesbury Vale Youth for 
Christ (AVYFC). This runs on a Tuesday afternoon after school between 4pm and 6 pm for young people aged 11-18 
and is held in the Haddenham Youth Centre in Woodways during term time. This is open to all young people in the 
area.  Some of the young people from AVYFC will be leading our 10am worship service in St Nicholas on Sunday 
13 February when we will have an opportunity to see and hear something of their work. 
 
And continuing the theme of new things, I am new as well!  OK, not that new…. but new to the Haddenham Bene-
fice and St Nicholas. I joined the team back in September last year as an Associate Minister and while I can be found 
taking part in services in all the churches in the benefice, my wife Jackie and I can usually be found at St Nicholas 
where we have been made most welcome. I work as a Chartered Surveyor during the week, so I have what St Paul 
might have described as a tent making ministry (Acts 18:1-3). I consider myself privileged to be able to serve as a 
minister locally and both Jackie and I are really enjoying joining in the various activities within the village and we 
look forward to getting to know more of you as the year progresses. 

From The Revd. Jonathan Hawkins 

Cuddington Gentlemen’s Dining Club held its Christ-
mas Party on Thursday the 16 December 2010. The 
Crown provided a wonderful traditional Christmas 
dinner. At the end of the evening Christmas gifts 
were handed to each gentleman from Santa's secret 
bag. 

To celebrate the arrival of British Summer Time our 
next dining extravaganza will be at the Crown on 
Thursday 31 March 2011, £15 per head plus drinks 
7.30 for 8 o'clock.  

 
Gentlemen who would like to be included please e mail Phil Johnson  
Parkstone28@tiscali.co.uk or telephone 291526 

Come along to the church on Saturday, February 
26th  from 10 a.m. to enjoy a cup of coffee while 
browsing over a well-stocked Fair Trade Stall. 
There will be other items such as Jewellery, cards 
etc on sale in aid of our African charities. 

Everyone is welcome to join the Lent 
Course which will be held alternate  
weeks from March 8th  until Easter. 
The same course will be run on Tues-
day and Wednesday evenings, in 
church, and you are free to come to 
either. 
 
There will be a short talk each week 
followed by discussion in small 
groups. 
Theme “The Life and Death of Jesus” 

On Saturday March 12th starting at 
7.30 p.m. 

 
Please arrange your team of six. 

The cost of £6 per head includes a hot 
supper. 

 
Contact Lorraine Ray (290606) 

 
Book early to avoid disappointment.  
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Unfortunately the December meeting of the Gardening Club, 
where Alexia Balance was going to talk on Easy Plants For 
Difficult places, had to be cancelled due to a lack of heating 
at the Clubhouse. 
 

The January meeting was the club’s Annual Social Evening.  
The evening started with a National Trust DVD of three gar-

dens presented by Alan Titchmarsh – looking much younger than when last seen 
on the TV! The first, Dunham Massey in Cheshire set in 300 acres with lovely 
informal gardens surrounding the house and Elizabethan moat along with an 
Edwardian parterre. Then there was Craigside in Northumberland built on a 
rocky crag with its rock gardens and wonderful rhododendrons and azaleas.  

And finally he 
introduced Shef-
field Park in Sus-
sex laid out in the 
18th century by 
Capability Brown 
and famous for its 
rich autumnal 
colours and beau-
tiful reflections in 
the great orna-
mental lakes. 
 

This was followed by a delicious finger buffet and a gardening quiz (did you 
know that the “monkey puzzle” tree originated from Chile?) The winning team 
was Robert and Maureen Bates, Jean Watson and Grace Brown so congratula-
tions to them.  The photograph shows one of the “runner up” teams in action! 
 

The next meeting of the Gardening Club is on Monday 7th February when Derek 
Leary will be talking on “Plant Paradise”. 

The response to the Village Record Questionnaire  has, on the whole, been 
good, and to those of you who have responded, thank you.  However, there are 
quite a number of families, particularly those with children under 18 years, who 
have not responded.   I can, of course,  obtain some information from the current 
electoral roll,  but this will not give the names or ages of any children living in a 
particular household, and if you have not asked to be put on the electoral roll,  it 

is quite possible that you and any children you may have will be omitted from the 
new Village Record,  and it would be a shame for the Record to be incomplete.      

 

Because of the number of households who have not responded,  the Parish Coun-
cil has decided to extend the date by which you can send in your family details.   

You will now have until the end of the first week in February but no later!  
Remember that only children's names will be included in the Record.   

 

I would be very grateful if you would take just a few minutes of your time to 
complete one of the two questionnaires that have already been circulated 

round the village and drop it into Les at the shop or to me at Larden,  
Spicketts Lane.    

You can also email  your family details to me at:  jschramde-
jong@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Your help will be much appreciated.   
 Many thanks  -  Jennifer Schram de Jong at 291501. 

The Chairman of the History Society, 
Peter Wenham, opened the January 
meeting by welcoming the members to 
the Annual General Meeting, a full 
account of which will be posted on the 
Cuddington web site in next month. 
 

Peter then introduced Sue Rodwell 
who gave a most interesting talk on 
“London’s river and its buildings”. 
Sue walked the Thames path during 
the time she was attending a course 
which necessitated her writing an es-
say on building construction and mate-
rials. She combined the two occupa-
tions using the buildings she walked 
past as illustration for the subject. 
 

We were taken from the Thames Bar-
rier up to Putney by this able guide 
who not only was able to tell us the 
history of the buildings but how and 
where the building materials had come 
from. Only with the advent of the ca-

nals and later the railways, was it pos-
sible to build from material that was 
neither local nor able to be transported 
by river to London. 
 

Many of the members have lived in 
London or are pleased to visit the city 
and were enthralled by Sue’s beauti-
fully illustrated talk. 
 

New words have been added to my 
vocabulary “green sand stone” and 
“Kentish rag stone” and new knowl-
edge. I wasn’t aware that in the twelfth 
centenary the Bishop of Winchester 
had jurisdiction over Southwark, the 
notorious Clink gaol and the licensing 
of prostitutes in the liberty. It is unex-
pected tit bits like this that make the 
History Society such fun. 

The start and finish of Sue’s walk. 
Above, the barrier, and below Putney 

bridge and church 
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The 2011 Fête committee had its first meeting on 13th December, 2010.  The 
first order of the day was to confirm new committee members as follows: 
 
Jayne Davidson was confirmed as the new chairman,   
Rob Morris-Jones - Hon Treasurer  
Jennifer Schram de Jong  -  Hon Secretary.    
Other members: 
 Ian Cutler   Together with: 
 Yvette Digby   Tony Digby       as  Website Editor 
 Laura Ewers   Jessica Ecott      for Art and Design 
 Zoe Gibson   Julia Straiton     for  Fete Programme 
 Brenda Williams  Maggie Waters  for  Fete Grand Draw 
 

The Fête will be held on Saturday, 9th July, 2011.    The theme of the Fête is still 
to be decided but we will let you know very soon.    Among the stalls we will be 
having and for which we are looking for prizes/items to sell are : 
   

 Bric-a-Brac         Basket Tombola 
 White Elephant Stall        Books and Spin the Bottle 
 Bottle and General Tombolas Grand Draw and Auction 
 Bric-a-brac and Bags and Beads   China Smashing 
 GCC Plant Stall        Human Fruit Machine 
 Children's Bran Tub        Teddy Bear Tombola   etc, etc. 
   

We will be doing our house to 
house collections nearer the date, 
but in the meantime,  we would be 
grateful if you could start thinking 
about collecting things for the 
fete.   If you have any broken 
china - don't give it away!   Left-
over cracker contents make good 
prizes for the children's bran tub 
and of course, if you or your chil-
dren have grown out of your toys 
or, heaven forbid, your teddies, or 
you have baskets we could fill, let us know.   Naturally nobody in Cuddington 
has unwanted Christmas or birthday presents, but maybe you know someone that 
does - don't hold back,  persuade them that the Cuddington Fête Committee will 
find a use for all unwanted items  -  well nearly all,  we draw the line at the odd 
elephant!   HELP  will also be needed both before,  but especially on the day, so 
don't be a shrinking violet, pick up the phone and tell us you would love to help  -  
YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU !! 
 

Items for donation can be left with Jayne (299149) Jennifer (291501) or  
Yvette (291310) 
You can also call other committee members who will see that your "gifts"  find a 
good home.       It will be hard, but let's all try to make this year's Fête as good 
and as enjoyable as those of years gone by! 
 

Many thanks for your help, Jennifer Schram de Jong   

On the evening of 1st December, our 
little group gathered in St Nicholas 
Church, and with some much appreci-
ated help from David Benson, our 
completed Banner was hung towards 
the back of the church.  Sadly, Skippy 
Blumer was unable to be with us, but 

the rest of us celebrated the occasion 
with a glass of mulled wine; if the 
truth be known perhaps we all felt just 
a little bit proud of what we had ac-
complished! 
 

Over the course of the last few months 
each and every one of us has put dif-
ferent talents and skills to the test, and 
learned new ones too.  Our monthly 
meetings soon turned into fortnightly 
ones, and during the autumn we met 
every week in order to have the Ban-
ner finished by the time of our 
Christingle service.  We have made 
new friends, shared good times – and 
the not-so-good ones too, and gener-
ated a real feeling of camaraderie.  As 
we planned, designed and stitched the 
Christmas Story became more and 

more alive, so that by the time of our Carol Service on Christmas Eve the events 
of that evening over 2000 years ago seemed very real.  We hope very much that 
our Banner will help to convey the message of Christmas to all who see it over 
the coming years.   
 

We are now having a break, but we are all very keen to do another one at some 
point in the future.  What will it depict?   We are already thinking about it, so, as 
the saying goes, watch this space.  If anyone would like to join us for our next 
venture, do please contact Caroline Stonham on 292221, or Angela Sanderson 
on 291626. 

 Angela Sanderson 

Last year’s display on Upper Green 
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We all love everything French, and as 
Cuddington does not yet have a twin in 
France the Cuddington Playing Fields 
Association are about to provide us 
with the next best thing – a Boules 
pitch, or as we Francophiles prefer to 
call it, a piste. 

The brainchild of Ken Birkby a couple 
of years ago and born out of a wish to 
provide a facility which is genuinely 
for the whole family, mothers, fathers, 
and children of all ages, the PFA ap-
proached the Parish Council, (who 
own  the Playing Field and let it to the 
PFA at a nominal rent). The council 
was happy with the proposal and Ken 
was asked to manage the project. He 
researched the subject and raised the 
funds generously provided from a 
number of donors – the Bucks Playing 
Fields Association (£750), the Bucks 
Community Chest (£1,000), and a very 
generous donation of £3,000 from the 
Parish Council, who have been ex-
tremely supportive throughout. 
 

The work commenced in December 
2010. The pitch is in the corner of the 
field by the gate on to the Aylesbury 
Road (see picture above); it is a rec-
tangular pitch big enough for three 
simultaneous games.  As  the surface 
consists of  several layers, each  has to 
be constructed and left to compact, so 
it will not be finally ready until about 
Easter, when the PFA hope to launch 
it in style. 
 

It is anticipated that some sets of 
boules will be available for use; it is a 
very simple game, as those of you who 
have watched the French play will 
know; gentlemen, all you have to do is 
don your beret,  light up a Gauloise, 
raise a glass of wine and shrug, ladies 
- just be your usual chic selves, and 
children – just come along and enjoy 
yourselves. 
 

So get ready, Mesdames et Messieurs, 
form your teams, practise your French 
accents and get ready to play. This 
venture deserves to succeed. 
 

 John Fortgang 

Having waited patiently for three years, Cuddington Gardening Club’s invitation 
to host the very popular BBC Radio 4’s “Gardeners’ Question Time” has finally 
reached the top of the pile! The Chairman, Eric Robson and his panel will be 
tackling questions put to them by Club members, residents of Cuddington and 
other family and friends, with recording taking place on Monday 28th February 
in the Bernard Hall. 
 
GQT is a Radio 4 institution, attracting over 2 million listeners a week. Recorded 
in a different location each week, this long standing radio programme has an-
swered well over 30,000 questions since its inception in 1947. Appearing on the 
panel is Matthew Wilson, aka Channel 4’s Landscape Man and former Curator at 
RHS gardens Harlow Carr and Hyde Hall; the names of the other panellists will 
be announced later.  The panel NEVER see the questions before the recording; 
their seemingly effortless answers are completely spontaneous and reveal their 
experience and depth of gardening knowledge.  
 
Entry is by ticket only as questions are written on the tickets and handed to the 
Chairman as the audience arrives. Tickets cost £2.50 per person and include a 
glass of wine/soft drink; they 
are available from Rosemary 
Bradbury (290249) or Elsie 
Frost (290768). Gardening 
Club members will receive a 
flyer giving full details in the 
usual way. 
 
Doors open at 5.30 pm and 
firmly close for the recording 
at 6.20 pm. Recording will 
take place from 6.30 pm to 
7.30 pm.  There will be an 
opportunity to meet and talk 
to members of the panel. 
 
This is a wonderful opportunity for you all to come and participate in the produc-
tion of a GQT programme and making it a unique occasion for the village. Your 
support will be welcome. 

This year’s popular annual Church 
Supper will take place in the Bernard 
Hall on Saturday, March 5th, 7 for 7.30 
p.m. 
 

The speaker will be the Revd. Canon 
David Winter. He worked for many 
years at the BBC and was Head of 
Religious Broadcasting there from 
1985 to 1987. He is well known to  
listeners to the “To-day” Programme 
as he is a frequent speaker for 

“Thought for the Day”. 
 

Tickets for the supper are available from 
Myles and Carolin Saker (291825).There is no charge, but donations will be ap-
preciated and after expenses have been deducted the money will be given to help 
victims of recent floods.  

The picture shows chairman Eric Robson with 
Chris Beardshaw, Pippa Greenwood and Bob 

Flowerdew taking part in a previous 
broadcast  -  but they will not necessarily be on 

our panel.  

 

A previous Parish Supper in the 
Bernard Hall. 
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Cuddington has a 
reputation for look-
ing after its senior 
residents.  The Sun-
shine Club has 
been a Cuddington 

institution for over 50 years.  So, how 
did it start and where did its cheery 
name come from? 
 
Well, in the rather bleak 1950s, there 
was nationwide encouragement from 
the WRVS for Darby and Joan Clubs 
to be set up in local communities as 
social gatherings for men over 65 and 
women over 60.  Edith Wilmot, a very 
public-spirited figure, who lived at 
Dadbrook House, was aware of the 
increasing numbers of older people in 
the villages of Cuddington, Chearsley 
and Nether Winchendon.  Some lived 
in relative poverty and most seemed to 
have very restricted social opportuni-
ties.  Accordingly in late 1955 Mrs 
Wilmot called a meeting at her home 
to set up a Darby and Joan Club and a 
few months later a committee was 
formed.  Soon, by popular request, the 
name was changed to the Sunshine 
Club with its optimistic sunflower 
logo.  For twenty years Mrs Wilmot 
was leader of this Club, managing it 
with tact and determination.   
 

A full programme of activities was 
soon in full swing.  Fortnightly Mon-
day afternoon tea parties with table 

Since its launch just two months ago, 
the new Cuddington Village website 
has been a huge success.  Over 450 
different people visited the website 
during December, which is a terrific 
result for a community of just 220 or 
so households.  The average time that 
visitors spent on the site was almost 
four and a half minutes – really long 
by industry standards and another fan-
tastic result. 
 

The administrators even received an 
email from Australia, from a family 
who were planning to visit Cuddington 
next Christmas and wanted advice on 
where to stay. 
 

There are now well over a hundred 
articles and features on the website, 
covering all aspects of life in the vil-
lage.  The Village Calendar page, too, 
is full of details of forthcoming events. 

games formed the core 
meeting point and a series 
of events throughout the 
year provided added inter-
est.  April was the month 
for the Rummage Sale;  
June saw the members off 
in a coach for a day at the 
seaside;  July brought the 
Garden Party held either 
at Dadbrook House or The 
Old Post.  At the village 

fete the Sunshine Club’s speciality was the Bran Tub, then in September they 
were transported on a coach Mystery Tour.  The year wound up with a November 
shopping trip to Woolworths in the early years, then later to Milton Keynes, and 
finally there was the full scale Christmas Lunch in the Bernard Hall and a trip to 
the Oxford panto in the New Year.  Members paid a small subscription and the 
April Bazaar was a fund-raising event.   
 

The popularity of the Club was evident from the membership, which peaked at 
forty. The photograph shows Club members in the late 1960s.  It is interesting to 
note the formal clothing worn at the time and also that a third of the members 
are men.  The Sunshine Club archives give some endearing glimpses of a simpler 
life then – the crackers at Christmas were home-made with sweets inside, and on 
the summer coach outing the driver was asked ‘not to drive too fast’. 
 

Since 1976 the leader of the Club has been Sherry Scott and under her guidance 
the committee has ensured that the traditions have continued largely unchanged.  
A gallant rota of forty tea hostesses provides delicious home-made teas; a 
springtime coach outing has been added to the programme; the Club does a 
roaring trade providing teas at the village fete.  In fact the provision of afternoon 
teas at village events has become quite a forte! 
 

There is only one cloud on the horizon.  Membership of the Club is diminishing.  
Will its original purpose one day be no longer applicable?  Or will it continue in 
a glow of sunshine?  Anyway, there will always be a very warm welcome for any-
one who would like to join this cheerful and caring village group. 
 
 Angela Wenham 

   But it doesn’t stop there: the website 
has been designed to be interactive, 
and provides a number of benefits to 
those who sign up for membership.  
Once you have joined, you can create 
your own personal calendar, filtered to 
show only those events of interest to 
you. You can promote your local busi-

ness in the Business Directory pages.  You can add your own entries to the calen-
dar, to let everyone know about forthcoming events in which you're involved. 
 

Best of all, you can highlight all your own particular areas of interest in the vil-
lage – the Gardening Club maybe, the History Society or Neighbourhood Watch 
alerts – and then be notified by email the moment there’s a new article or calen-
dar event of interest to you.  This means that you can stay completely up to date 
with all that’s happening without even having to check the website every day! 
 

Don’t worry – you won’t be inundated with junk mail.  Your personal details are 
held securely and will not be passed to a third party.  You will only receive an 
email when the editor of one of your favourite pages posts a new article or calen-
dar event, or has something important to communicate.  And you can change 
your preferences as often as you like. 
 

To enrol as a website member takes just a couple of minutes and is of course 
completely free of charge.  Make Cuddington’s new website work for you – visit 
the Your Cuddington page at www.cuddingtonvillage.com and sign up as a mem-
ber now! 
 

 Chris Long 
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“The Crown” has had many colourful landlords during its long history of whom 
one of the most respected was Lewis John “Sonny” Rose who ran The Crown for 
sixteen years from 1943 to 1959.  In World War I he enlisted in the Coldstream 
Guards and fought in the trenches.  He was wounded by shrapnel in the cheek 
and, later, after a comrade next to him was killed, Sonny found bullet holes in his 
coat.  He brought his bayonet home and proudly displayed it in a glass case.  He 
was over six feet tall and was noted in the village for his military bearing. 

 
He married a Cuddington 
girl, Edith Kate Oakley, in 
St Nicholas Church when 
both were aged nineteen.  
They lived in Woodbine 
Cottage on the Lower 
Green, later purchased from 
Colonel Bernard, named by 
Sonny’s wife after his fa-
vourite cigarette!  They had 
a large family of five daugh-
ters and a son. 
 
After the First World War 
Sonny worked as a steward 
in the Officers’ Mess at 
Halton camp.  He cycled 
there each day.  However in 
1943 Sonny was appointed 
landlord of “The Crown”, 
succeeding Albert Wood-
ford.   
 

Sonny ran a well-ordered house.  He insisted on cleanliness and rationed the sale 
of cigarettes fairly.  It was a family business.  There were no paid staff. Sonny’s 
instructions to his family were forthright – “One drink before you start sharpens 
your wits, but don’t drink while serving”.  There was no cash register and all 
calculations were done in the head. 
 
Colourful customers included ‘Harry’ Alton, whose party piece was to put his 
toes in his mouth, and Darkie, a gypsy from Roundhill Farm, who was regularly 
taken home by his horse without any guidance from his inebriated master. 
 
The Crown was well populated, particularly on Saturday nights.  Most customers 
were men, but during the war some women began to come in on their own.  The 
atmosphere became very lively when American servicemen from Hartwell called 
in.  Darts and dominos were popular pastimes.  Aylesbury Brewery Company 
usually delivered on a Friday and sometimes by Sunday evening the house was 
dry!  After the war Sonny introduced a pianola into The Crown.  One of the most 
popular penny songs was, “I’m looking over a four leaved clover”.  Sonny also 
displayed the spade* used by the Duke of Edinburgh to plant the oak tree when 
opening the Playing Field in 1952.  The Upper Green was the traditional meeting 
place for the beagles and foxhounds, and the huntsmen partook of refreshment 
from The Crown before setting off. 
 
Sonny enjoyed country pursuits – shooting, ferreting, keeping chickens and pigs, 
and gardening.  His speciality was artichokes.  He was noted for his Wellington 
boots – he rarely wore any other footwear.  Once when one of his daughters 
chided him, he sagely replied, “My girl, it’s not what you wear, it’s the man in-
side”. 
 

 Peter Wenham 
 
*Does anyone know where the spade is now? Ed. 

The W.I.'s First Meet-
ing of the New Year .  
For many years now it 
has been the custom 
for Peggy Cattell to 
give the talk at the 
January meeting. This 

year her topic was poetry and she 
introduced poems ranging from the 
sixteenth to the twentieth century. 
Subject matter and style were also 
very varied and to make the ta lk 
more interesting Peggy had asked 
fellow members to read some of her 
selected poems. This made for an 
afternoon which was of great inter-
est for everyone as they were either 

introduced to poems new to them or 
were reminded of well loved ones - 
Lydia Woodford, for example, read 
Wordsworth's sonnet on Westmin-
ster Bridge which she had learned as 
a school girl .  
Keeping up another tradition it was 
Lydia who proposed the vote of 
thanks to Peggy. She commented on 
how much work had obviously gone 
into the preparation for the talk 
which had provided such pleasure 
for everyone. In reply Peggy ex-
pressed her own thanks to all the 
readers who had helped to provide 
such an enjoyable afternoon.  

Shakespeare, 1564 - 1616 (above) and 
John Betjeman, 1906 - 1984 (below) 
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November began very mild and ended cold. December was significantly colder 
with an average temperature for the whole month of 0.0 deg Celsius (32 F). To 
put this into an historical context, a dataset longer than the last 10 years has to be 
used and it must also be representative of Cuddington’s climate; fortunately, Ox-
ford’s temperature data series does both, with data going back to 1853. My 
analysis has shown that December 2010 was Cuddington’s coldest December 

since the year 
1890 when 
the tempera-
ture for the 
month was 
minus 1.9 deg 
C (29F) - we 
live in very 
interesting 
times!  
 

Daytime 
maximum air 
temperatures 
in November 
and Decem-
ber averaged 

8.3 (47F) and 2.9 (37F) deg Celsius respectively; the ten year average is 10.4 deg 
C (51F) and 7.2 deg C (45F) respectively. Night time air minimum temperatures 
averaged 2.0 deg Celsius (36F) and minus 3.0 deg Celsius (27F) respectively – 
the long term average is 4.0 deg Celsius (39F) and 1.7 deg C (35F) respectively.  
 

The actual highest day time air maxima, for November and December, occurred 
on the 4th (16.7 deg C, 62F) and 29th (8.5 deg C, 47F) respectively. The lowest 
day time air maxima occurred on November 28th/29 t h (0.7 deg C, 33F) and 
December 19th (minus 2.5 deg C, 27F). The actual highest night time air minima 
for November and December occurred on the 5th (14.1 deg C, 57F) and 30th (5.3 
deg C, 41F), respectively. The lowest night time air minima for November and 
December occurred on the 28th (minus 8.0 deg C, 18F) and 20th (minus 13.5 deg 
C, 8F) respectively. The lowest temperature just above the grass during Novem-
ber and December occurred on the 28th (minus 12.9 deg C, 9F) and 19th (minus 
17.6 deg C, 0F) respectively. 
 

November received 61.64 hours of bright sunshine – the long term average is 72 
hours. December saw a very dismal 19.22 hours – the long term average is 52 
hours.  
 

November and December were both dry months. A precipitation total of 31.4 mm 
(1.24 in) fell in November and 33.9 mm (1.33 in) in December. The 12 year aver-
ages for November and December is 70.5mm (2.78 in) and 60.8mm (2.39 in) 
respectively. 
 

Over half of December’s precipitation total fell as snow and the ground remained 
snow covered, either totally or partially, for 12 days (17th - 28th). The greatest 
snow depth occurred during the afternoon of the 18th and amounted to 21.7 cm 
(8.5 in). As a direct comparison with the snow fall event of January 2010, the 
greatest snow depth then was 15.3 cm (6.0 in) and the ground remained snow 
covered either totally or partially for 11 days. 
 

 Sean Clarke  

Because of the perilously icy conditions some Christmas activities had to be 
cancelled:- 

The Carol Singing round the village was particularly missed, but fortunately the  
Carols by Candlelight as well as other well loved annual occasions such as the 
Sunshine Club’s Christmas Dinner could safely go ahead, and snow enhanced 

the magic of the Christmas Tree lights on the Village Green.   

Cuddington Youth Drama’s next excit-
ing production is The Search for Odys-
seus by Charles Way, a story about the 
teenage boy Telemachus searching for 
his lost father. 
 
The play is based on Homer’s epic 
journey poem The Odyssey, in which 
Odysseus is forced by an angry God to 
take a long route home after the Trojan 
War.  The goddess Athena tricks Tele-
machus into embarking on a challeng-
ing voyage that brings him face to face 
with his father’s adversaries, from a 
dangerously alluring goddess to an 
angry Cyclops; through a raging whirl-
pool to the Underworld and home 
again. 
 
The play is enhanced by original mu-
sic specially composed for this produc-
tion by our musical director Gary 
Hawkins.  The production will be set 
in the round, with all the atmosphere 
of a Greek play.  Come dressed in 
Greek costume if you like! 
 
Performances will be at the Bernard 
Hall, Cuddington on the following 
dates / times: 
    • Saturday 12th March   1.30 pm 

    • Saturday 12th March   7.00 pm 

    • Sunday 13th March   3.00 pm 
   Ticket prices are £8 for adults and £6 
for children and concessions.  
Box Office 01844 299  149   
www.cuddingtonyouthdrama.org.uk 

The village website showed a wonderful array of scenes 
during December’s snow, the above picture by 

Doug Kennedy being just one of them. 
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Oh, my love is like 
a red, red rose! 

A Successful Year 
2010 was our Year Of En-
ergy, during which we: 
• Took thermal images of 
peoples’ houses, 

• Carried out the Greener Cuddington 
Energy Challenge, which resulted in 
10 percent of houses taking up the 
challenge, with a potential saving of 
30 tonnes of CO2 emissions. 

• Received a SAVE award for promot-
ing energy savings in the community 
from AVDC. 

• Thanks to all those who took part in 
the Energy Challenge, and congratu-
lations to those who have taken ac-
tion, particularly in putting up solar 
panels or improving house insula-
tion. 

Plans for 2011 – The Wildlife And 
Biodiversity Year: 
The Greener Cuddington team are now 
putting together plans to bring our 
local wildlife more to peoples’ atten-
tion, and to start to monitor and im-
prove our natural habitat and re-
sources. Ideas being worked on in-
clude: 
• A count of birds or of vertebrates 

(birds, mammals, reptiles, amphibi-
ans) in and around the village. This 
might be focused on a particular day 
in May and the results stored and 
compared with future years. 

• We have designated wildlife areas 
under the Bucks County Conserva-
tion Map and some areas that might 
benefit from development as wildlife 
havens: the village might like to 
work together to improve these. We 
might create a directory of habitats in 
and around the village. 

• Improve and protect green areas 
within the village. 

We are a very small team who all have 
jobs and we run on a shoe-string, but 
the past year has been so encouraging 
that we are keen to continue our work 
as long as your support. Please let us 
know if you want to help, or if you 
would like to join our team to make a 
difference.  
Please contact Doug Kennedy on 
dgkennedy@alloverde.com or by 
phone on 01844 290602 with any en-
quiries. Also see our website page at 
http://www.cuddingtonvillage.com/
view-page.php?pid=81 and get in-
volved by registering yourself for up-
dates. 

The Editors of Village Voice have been asked to publish this 
appeal: 
 
For over 8 years Home-Start Aylesbury has been supporting ordinary families 
with young children struggling to cope through difficult times.  We are now 
looking for new volunteers to join our friendly team.  
 
Our network of home-visiting volunteers offer emotional and practical support 
for 2-3 hours a week to any family in Aylesbury Vale with one or more children 
under 5 who need some help. Maybe they are feeling isolated or lonely, or are 
having a hard time coping with their child’s illness or disability, bereavement, 
post natal depression or be having relationship difficulties, they could be strug-
gling to cope with the physical and emotional demands of having a baby, young 
children, or multiple birth. 
 
 Volunteers offer a listening ear, reassurance and encouragement, playing and 
helping with the children, practical support or an extra pair of hands! This sim-
ple parent-to-parent help can have a positive and long-lasting impact on family 
life. 
 
If you can give 2-3 hours a week and have parenting experience we would love 
to hear from you. All volunteers are provided with training, support and ex-
penses. 
 
For an informal chat please contact Shushana Kendrick on 01296 485615 or 
home-start-aylesbury@talktalkbusiness.net 

February 
Wednesday 2nd 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 7th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club   talk on “Plant Paradise” 

by Derek Leary  
Tuesday 8th 2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Talk on “Drug Awareness”   
Tuesday 15th 7.30 p.m. History Society   “ E.N.S.A.:  Never a Dull Moment” 
Saturday 26th 10.00 a.m.      Fair Trade Coffee Morning  in church ( see page 2) 
Monday 28th 5.30 p.m.      BBC Gardener’s Question Time in the Bernard Hall 
     (see page 5 )    
 
March 
Wednesday 2nd 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 5th 7 for 7.30 p.m. Church Supper in the Bernard Hall (see page 5) 
Monday 7th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club A.G.M.  followed by picture Quiz 
     and distribution of  Murphies 
Tuesday 8th 2.30 p.m.      W.I.  Talk on “The Beautiful Island of Jersey” 
Saturday 12th 1.30 p.m.      Cuddington Youth Drama Production  (see page 8) 
Saturday 12th 7.00 p.m.       Cuddington Youth Drama Production 
Saturday 12th 7.30 p.m.      Quiz Night at Cuddington Club  (see page 2) 
Sunday 13th 3.00 p.m.     Cuddington Youth Drama Production 
Tuesday 15th 7.30 p.m. History Society – “Hospitals & Art  in 
     Renaissance Italy” 
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Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council 
as a service to the community 

What a busy Decem-
ber we had! 
The infant children 
performed ‘Whoops 
a Daisy Angel’ su-
perbly at St Nicholas 
Church (see picture 

below) Thank you to the Church Wardens for making this 
possible. There were lots of proud grandparents and parents 
in the audience. 
 

The Junior children had a carol service with readings at Din-
ton Church. The choir sang wonderfully. I must make a spe-
cial mention of Amaya Butler whose candle lit solo was 
beautiful. 
 

The Year 5 class sang carols to the Sunshine club in Bernard 
hall, again with a beautiful solo sung by Isobel Connolly. 
 

Our trip to the pantomime in High Wycombe was a great 
success- with 2 of our girls taking part on the stage! 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to the fam-
ily service which will be held on Monday 7th February at St 
Nicholas Church at 9.10 am 
 

A final thank you to those of you who attended our Open 
Evening at the Junior site on Tuesday 18th January. It is al-
ways good to be able to share what we are doing in school on 
both sites. 
 Mrs Kim Price 

We have been asked to write a monthly update on what 
goes on in our garden throughout the year.  Hopefully you 
will relate to these happenings and see something of your 
garden in the narrative but we also welcome any comments 
or suggestions. 
 
We are sure that 
most people look on 
January as a dead 
month and opening 
their curtains in the 
morning think how 
forlorn, how dread-
ful it all looks, but 
that could not be 
further from the 
truth. January is the 
month when there is a rebirth. We start again, we renew. 
We have everything to look forward to. 
 
The weather plays its part showing up stunning images of 
trees and shrubs shrouded in mist or sparkling with the 
frost in the winter sunshine, of cobwebs strung out between 
the leafless branches of our favourite plants and if there is 
snow, the silent blanket that brings us back to our own hid-
den world that is Cuddington. The inner strength of the 
village, we are on our own but we have each other. The 
weather in January brings more to the garden than any 
other month. 
 
It is also in January that we can see the stirrings of the year 
to come. Trees are in bud although yet to break, their tips 
changing colour. We noticed the first aconites and snow 
drops forcing their way through the sodden leaves on 14th 
of the month. The cyclamen coum had, however, already 

beaten them into flowering. Winter pan-
sies and violas in their pots perked up a 
couple of days after the snow melted and 
the winter flowering Iris (pictured above) 
looked stunning. 
 
January is the month for pruning the wis-
teria and late flowering deciduous shrubs. 
Should your plants and shrubs have suf-
fered during the recent cold spell, do not 
dig them up straight away, leave them for 
a couple of months as they could shoot 
again from the bottom. January is a month 
of hope and expectation. Everything to 
look forward to; the days are getting 
longer, warmer - although it may not feel 
so - and new life is beginning to display 
itself with the promise of the excitement 
yet to come. 
 

 James & Elsie 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Caroline Stonham, 292221 and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

 

February 2011 
 

6th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A modern Communion Service with hymns. The children go to  
  “Sunday Special” for part of the service 
 5.00 pm    Tea and Prayer 
 

13th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
  A service for all ages, including lively hymns, with the  
  involvement of young musicians and occasional drama. 
 

20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   A less formal modern Communion Service with hymns. 
   The children go to Sunday Special for part of the Service  
    
27th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP 
     A service of worship and the word, with a mixture of 
   traditional and modern hymns. The children go straight 
   to Chattabox and the Grid in the Bernard Hall at 9.50 a.m.    

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
  A communion service with hymns, according to the  
                 Book of Common Prayer. 
 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington Methodist Chapel. 

 


